Dempsey ShakenBy News Of Assassination 


STATE CAPITOL (Special)— 
Gov. Joha.N. Dempsey took very 
: hard the assassination of the man 
‘with whom he had dined at the 
White House only a little more 
than a month ago. 

It was while riding along the 
Massachusetts Turnpike on the 
way home from the New England 
Governors’ Conference in Boston 
that Dempsey first learned Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy had been 
shot, A Massachusetts State Police 
; car, red roof light flashing, roared 
alongside the chief executive’s 
Cadillac signalling it to the side 
of the road. 

Reporters in a following car 
watched the process in amaze- 
ment-wondering if the trooper 
could possibly be thinking of hand- 
ing out a ticket. In a matter of 
seconds, however, the governor 
alighted from his vehicle and 
walked..back tp the parked station 
wagon carrying the reporters and 
told them, “The President has 
been shot.’’ ' 


The Massachusetts trooper had 
been seeking the governor on the 
Turnpike to relay the news. Ra- 
dios in neither the governor’s se- 
dan nor the station wagon had 
been on. 

The Dempsey party then sped 
a few mUes up the Turnpike to 
Auburn and a maintenance ga- 
rage of the Massachusetts High- 
way Department where the gov- 
ernor contacted his ofifce. It was 
whiie there that the governor 
heard the radio carry the news 
that the president had died. 

Tears welled up in the gover- 
nor’s e.yes as he visibly paled. 
On first learning the president 
had been shot, he had called the 
news “inexpressibly shocking.’’. 

He was at a loss for words at 
the bulletin on Mr. Kennedy’s 
death. 

Outside in the sedan, Mrs. 
Dempsey softly wept when told 
the news. 

A rapid and solemn trip back 
to the State Capitol followed and 


the governor immediately went 
in to conference with nis . key 
aides. He then issued a formal 
statement at a press conference 
held shortly before 5 p.m. ■. 

Dempsey’s eyes were still 
misty and his voice at times 
shaky as he hailed ■ the dead 
president as “a great and be- 
loved champion of liberty and 
human rights.” 

“This is one of the most terri- 
ble shocks I have experienced in 
all of my Ufe,” the governor said 
softly to reporters. 

He shook his head. “I just can’t 
believe it.” 

Orders were dispatched by the 
governor for the flying of all 
flags on State buildings at half- 
mast for the period of national 
mourning. 

There was nothing , unusual 
about the genuine shock obvious- 
ly felt by the governor. He had 
known the President for some 


; years going back to Mr. Ken- 
nedy’s early service as a U.S. 
senator. 

Before becoming President, the 
Massachusetts man had been a 
: visitor at several political affairs 
in Connecticut. He also had come 
to the state during his campaign 
for the presidency in 1960 and 
had returned two years later to 
help the campaign of Dempsey, 
U.S. Senate nominee Abraham 
A, Ribicoff and other Democratic 
candidates. 

The last time the governor saw 
the President was at an Oct, 15 
White House dinner in honor of 
Irish Premier Sean LeMass. 

Connecticut’s John M. Bailey, 
Democratic national chairman, 
was in the Dallas motorcade Fri- 
day. Late Friday night he was re- 
ported to be heading back for 
Washington and was unavailable 
for immediate comment. 


